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Introduction: Sometimes God takes us through periods where we must wait on him. Most Christians tend to gloss over the verses about waiting. They read and just go right on by without considering what it is really saying. In our instant society, to wait on anything or anyone is quite distasteful to us. We get irritated if we have to slow down or stop in traffic. If a family member takes longer to get ready to go than we think is necessary, we become impatient and agitated. We are always busy! Waiting is not really a big part of our culture. Kids can't wait to grow up. Young adults can't wait to get married. Older adults can't wait to retire. Many in the business world are focused on climbing the ladder as quickly as they can. Get rich quick schemes are abundant, and get rich quick mindsets are even more prevalent. (Many, though employed by others, have a “get rich quick” mindset.) 


But the truth is that most things that are worth having are worth waiting for. It seems to me that the longer you have to wait for something the better it is when you get it. And what's more, God thinks pretty highly of this waiting thing. He often takes us through times that seem like deserts, and there are moments when he seems very far away. Times when he desires that we wait upon his perfect will, and the timing of that will. These are times of great growth if we will respond to them in faith.


I was rather surprised to find so much in the Bible about waiting, and so many times that God mentions it. It is a bigger subject than I realized. I would like to tackle this issue together and see if we can glean some truth about those times of waiting upon God. 

 1. Position of waiting – What is waiting?

(a) Word Studies: (10 Hebrew words translated wait, 8 Greek words.)

 i. Hebrew 3176  (yaw-chal') – A primitive root; to wait; by implication to be patient, hope: - (cause to, have, make to) hope, be pained, stay, tarry, trust, wait.

 ii. *Hebrew 6960* (kaw-vaw') – Strong's: A primitive root; to bind together (perhaps by twisting), that is, collect; (figuratively) to expect: - gather (together), look, patiently, tarry, wait (for, on, upon).  B.D.B.: to wait, look for, hope, expect.  NASB Conc.: to wait for.  Dr. Zodhiates: look for patiently, hope; to be confident, to trust.

 A. Has a connotation of expectant looking. 

 iii. Hebrew 1826 (daw-mam') – A primitive root (compare H1724, H1820); to be dumb; by implication to be astonished, to stop; also to perish: - cease, be cut down (off), forbear, hold peace, quiet self, rest, be silent, keep (put to) silence, be (stand), still, tarry, wait.

 iv. Greek 553 (ap-ek-dekh'-om-ahee) – From G575 and G1551; to expect fully: - look (wait) for.

 v. Greek 1551 (ek-dekh'-om-ahee) – From G1537 and G1209; to accept from some source, that is, (by implication) to await: - expect, look (tarry) for, wait (for).

 vi. English – Wait:

 A. To stay or rest in expectation; to stop or remain stationary, till the arrival of some person or event. Thus we say, I went to the place of meeting, and there waited an hour for the moderator or chairman. I will go to the hotel, and there wait till you come. We will wait for the mail.

 B. To stay proceedings, or suspend any business, in expectation of some person, event, or the arrival of some hour. “The court was obliged to wait for a witness.”

 C. To rest in expectation and patience.

 D. To stay; not to depart. 

(b) A little hard to explain.

 i. Illustration: If you told a child to sit still and wait, and that child said “What do you mean by wait?” you would probably say, “I mean wait. Just sit still and be quiet. Don't go anywhere. Wait for me to decide what we do next and when.” It's sort of like that. You just do it.

(c) Humility – The one waiting is subservient to the one being waited upon. He submits himself. The one who is being waited for is the one in control. The one waiting is in submission to the schedule of the other. To wait upon someone else is a humbling thing to do, because it means you are releasing control to them.

(d) Hope – Waiting on God does not mean waiting for nothing. It's not waiting for some bad thing. Waiting on the Lord involves hope. We hope in the Lord, therefore we wait upon him. We hope, and believe, in his love and mercy, so we wait. Hoping in the Lord and waiting on Him are closely connected in the Scriptures. 

(e) What are some situations in which we would wait on God?

(f) Scriptural Illustrations:

 i. Psalm 130:6 – Watchmen waiting for the morning. 

 ii. Luke 12:36-37 – Men waiting upon their lord. Watching. We wait and watch for the coming of our Savior the second time. 

 iii. James 5:7-8 – A farmer waits patiently for his crops to grow.

(g) Waiting is about “being”, not “doing”. It's not about activity. It's about just “being” with Christ. It's about existence. It's not about seeing how much you can do for the Lord, but instead about how much you can be with the Lord. That's what waiting is about.

(h) Waiting on God is: A state in which we contentedly grow in our relationship with Christ while expectantly looking to the Lord in hope for the fulfillment of a vision, and restraining ourselves from the pursuit of that vision until God leads the way. 

(i) Is waiting passive? Am I supposed to just sit and stare at the wall?

 i. NO! Waiting is not a passive nothingness. As we wait we are to grow in our relationship with Father through his Word. We are to seek Him. 

 ii. Psalm 37:34  Wait on the LORD, and keep his way, and he shall exalt thee to inherit the land:

 iii. Psalm 130:5  I wait for the LORD, my soul doth wait, and in his word do I hope.

 iv. Isaiah 26:8, NASB  Indeed, while following the way of Your judgments, O LORD, We have waited for You eagerly;

 v. Lamentations 3:25  The LORD is good to those who wait for Him, To the person who seeks Him.

 A. Illustration: Even though signs were good, Noah waited for the right moment to open the door. (Genesis 8:12, Noah “stayed” yet other seven days. Hebrew word is 3176, which is often translated trust or hope. Noah trusted seven more days.) But do you think Noah and the others just sat and looked at each other as they waited? They had daily tasks to perform, and I'm sure their faith was growing and their relationship with the Lord was becoming stronger. They were waiting on God's timing for the next big step, but that doesn't mean they became passive and stopped living. 

 2. Purpose of waiting – Why do we wait?

(a) We wait for Him.

 i. If we wait for him, what then is our reward? It is more of Him!

 ii. Do we wait for what he will do? Do we wait for what he will give? In a way yes, but we are waiting on him to decide when to give it.

 A. Illustration: If your parent has a gift for you, and you can see it in their hands but they haven't given it to you yet, as you sit on the couch waiting and looking at your parent, would you say you are waiting on the gift, or waiting on the parent? You are waiting for the gift, but you are waiting on the parent. It is the same with the Lord. But hopefully that gift will improve and strengthen the relationship you have with your parent. 

 iii. Sometimes we know specifics. Sometimes we don't. But ultimately, at the heart of it all, we wait on Him. No matter what specific thing you are waiting for (marriage, job, ministry, etc.) God wants you to have more of Himself, and that is why he is asking you to wait.

 A. Psalm 39:7  And now, Lord, what wait I for? my hope is in thee.

 B. Psalm 52:9  I will praise thee for ever, because thou hast done it: and I will wait on thy name; for it is good before thy saints.

 C. Psalm 25:5  ...on thee do I wait all the day.

 D. “The giver is more than the gift; God is more than the blessing.  And, our being kept waiting on Him is the only way for our learning to find our life and joy in Himself.  Oh, if God's children only knew what a glorious God they have, and what a privilege it is to be linked in fellowship with Him, then they would rejoice in Him!” - Andrew Murray 

(b) Deliverance comes from Him

 i. I will not be saved outside of the Lord, either from sin or from anything else. 

 A. Ps. 25:5  Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day. 

 B. Gen. 49:18  I have waited for thy salvation, O LORD.

(c) Defense is in Him: Psalm 59:9 – Because of his strength will I wait upon thee: for God is my defense. - Because of the strength of his enemies, he waits for the Lord. Do you want to face your enemies without the Lord? Do you want to go anywhere God does not lead you? Do you want to rush into battle without the General?

 i. Illustration: A soldier that runs into battle ahead of the General and his plans is a foolish soldier. Brave, but foolish. He can cause great damage to his own side of the war by such actions. As eager as he is to get into the fight, he should wait until the order to move is given. The General knows more than that private, so the private has to trust the General's judgment, and wait for orders.  

(d) Victory lies with Him 

 i. Psalm 33:16-22 – Our hope for victory lies only in the Lord. Not in much strength, or in multitudes or horses. Therefore we should wait upon his coming. It is useless for us to try without him. 

(e) If Deliverance, Defense, and Victory are all with him, then I don't want to do anything or go anywhere that he has not lead me into. :o) 

(f) But more than this even, we wait so that we can know the Lord more intimately. “Be still and know that I am God.” (Ps. 46:10)

(g) He takes us through times of waiting so that we can grow in our faith. 

 i. Illustration: David was anointed King of Israel at an early age. But he had to wait upon the Lord to bring it about at the right time. David did not march against King Saul. David had the chance to kill the King, but did not because he was waiting on the Lord to bring things about in the right way at the right time. So instead of going to war with Saul, David ran from him. During this time of waiting and running, the Lord strengthened David's faith. It was a time of waiting, but not a time of zero growth. David knew about waiting, as evidenced by the multitude of passages in Psalms that talk about it with depth and insight. 

(h) Even the animals and creatures of the earth wait upon the Lord. (Psalm 104:27; Ps. 145:15-16;) “Everyone else is doing it...” 

 3. Problems with waiting – What do we wait for?

(a) Waiting on God is not easy. It is usually very hard. 

 i. Psalm 69:3  I am weary of my crying: my throat is dried: mine eyes fail while I wait for my God.

 ii. When was the last time you were just completely still? You turned the TV off, the music off, the family was gone or outside maybe, and in the silence you just were still before God? It's not easy. If I try to do that I usually end up fidgeting around, or my mind wanders, or I want to say something. I mean, isn't time with God about talking to him? Sometimes yes, but not always. Sometimes (in fact more often than we would like) it's about listening. 

 iii. It's hard to be still like that, and that just illustrates how difficult it is to wait on God for bigger things, and for longer periods of time.

 iv. Waiting on God may be the hardest thing a Believer has to do. Because it involves so much losing control, dying to self, and submission of your life to another.  

(b) People get restless and then cannot wait. They cannot “Be still and know that I am God”.

 i. Illust: 1 Samuel 13:8 – Saul became impatient, and did not wait. He made the sacrifices himself, and suffered a great judgment because of that. (What if Samuel had never come? Would Saul then be justified?) 

 ii. Illust: Abram, Sarai, and Haggar – Gen 16

(c) You can't wait without trust. To wait on God is to hope with expectation, and that requires faith in God. Many times the problem with waiting is that we don't have enough faith. That's why God takes us through times of waiting, so that he can grow our faith.

 i. How does our faith grow? “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” No wonder God tells us to fellowship with him through his Word as we wait.

 4. Promise of waiting

(a) Those that wait on the Lord receive strength. (Ps. 27:14) 

(b) Isaiah 40:31

 i. “Renew” = Strong's: to hasten away, pass on, spring up, pierce or change: - abolish, alter change, cut off, go on forward; B.D.B.: change, to go on from. The NASB says “gain new strength.” 

 ii. “Their” in the King James is in italics, which means the translators inserted it to make the sentence make more sense in English. The word “their” is not really in the original Hebrew. So it could read “shall renew strength.” (KJV is almost always right, I like it, but it's not an infallible translation.) 

 iii. So this says they receive new strength. It's not that their strength is recharged, but that they get a different strength. A new strength. A better strength. A strength that does not run out. A strength that has no end. Why? Because it is the strength of the Lord! 

 iv. Illustration: An eagle doesn't flap and flay in the wind. He soars upon the wind. It takes a lot less strength to soar than it does to flap. But you have to wait on the wind, and in many ways go where the wind goes.

(c) Those that wait on the Lord will not be ashamed. (Is. 49:23)

(d) The ultimate promise of waiting is that you receive more of the Lord. You cannot receive more strength, more faith, or more of anything that is good without receiving more of Christ. 

· BIG QUESTION: “How do I wait?”

· You don't “do” anything. It is a situation of being instead of doing. It's not like I can tell you you need to “do” this or that in order to wait. You just wait. 

· Maybe a better question would be “Am I waiting?” Or “Should I be waiting?”

· Is God telling you that you need to wait? Are you rushing ahead with something in your life that you really should be waiting on God for?

· Is this a time of action, or is it a time of patience?

· If you are in a situation of waiting, you should be focusing on him, and engrafting Scripture. Don't panic, don't lose hope! Just have faith, take courage, and wait upon Him. You will not be ashamed! 

